
Homily Resources, 20 November 2022 Christ the King  
Readings: O.T. - 2 Sam 5:1-3; Psalm 121; Epistle - Col 1:12-20; Gospel - Luke 23:35-43 

 

1. Summary: Because Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and since we, as Christians, belong 
to him, we should indeed be his productive stewards (disciples). How important is this when we 
look out at a world that has been active rebellion against him? 
 

2. The Origins of this feast: The Franciscan Order, following the lead of its great thirteenth century 
theologians St. Bonaventure and Blessed Duns Scotus, was instrumental in establishing the Feast of 
Christ the King and extending the celebration to the universal Church.  It was Pope Pius XI who 
brought this feast into the liturgy in 1925, in his encyclical letter Quas Primas. He issued the encyclical 
at this time because having seen the evils of Godless communism (communist revolution in Russia in 
1917) which was ravaging the world and assaulting the Church of Christ. He saw that the people of 
the day, especially the European intellectual elite, had “thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law out of 
their lives,” believing “these had no place in public affairs or in politics.” Does this sound familiar?  
 

3. Here are three paragraphs of that Encyclical, written in 1925. 
 

  The Holy Father, referring back to his first encyclical (Ubi arcano Dei consilio), reminds his readers that 
“manifold evils in the world were due to the fact that the majority of men had thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law out of 
their lives; that these had no place either in private affairs or in politics” and that “as long as individuals and states refused 
to submit to the rule of our Savior, there would be no really hopeful prospect of a lasting peace among nations.” (P 1). 

He establishes this Feast in order to “provide an excellent remedy for the plague which now infects society.... The empire 
of Christ over all nations was rejected. The right which the Church has from Christ himself, to teach mankind, to make 
laws, to govern peoples in all that pertains to their eternal salvation, that right was denied. Then gradually the religion of 
Christ came to be likened to false religions and to be placed ignominiously on the same level with them. It was then put 
under the power of the state and tolerated more or less at the whim of princes and rulers....The rebellion of individuals and 
states against the authority of Christ has produced deplorable consequences....the seeds of discord sown far and wide; 
those bitter enmities and rivalries between nations, which still hinder so much the cause of peace; that insatiable greed 
which is so often hidden under a pretense of public spirit and patriotism, and gives rise to so many private quarrels; a 
blind and immoderate selfishness, making men seek nothing but their own comfort and advantage, and measure 
everything by these; no peace in the home, because men have forgotten or neglect their duty; the unity and stability of the 
family undermined; society in a word, shaken to its foundations and on the way to ruin.” (P 24) 

“When once men recognize, both in private and in public life that Christ is King, society will at last receive the great 
blessings of real liberty, well-ordered discipline, peace, and harmony.... If princes and magistrates duly elected are filled 
with the persuasion that they rule, not by their own right, but by the mandate and in the place of the Divine King, they will 
exercise their authority piously and wisely, and they will make laws and administer them, having in view the common 
good and also the human dignity of their subjects.... With the spread and the universal extent of the kingdom of Christ 
men will become more and more conscious of the link that binds them together, and thus many conflicts will be either 
prevented entirely or at least their bitterness will be diminished.” (P 19). 
 

How do our readings illustrate that Christ is King? 
 

4. First reading: II Sm 5:1-3: On the death of Saul, the northern tribes came to David and anointed 
him king over all of Israel. Jesus is often identified as the Son of David, as the Messiah and as the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Jesus was of the house and lineage of David, hence royalty. 
 

5. Second reading: Col 1:12-20: Among the early Christians at Colossae, there were people promoting 
a detailed belief in angels and their mediating role in our relationship with God. Paul, neither 
affirming nor denying the existence of these "Thrones, Dominations, Principalities or Powers," simply 
states that Christ is superior to the whole lot. St. Paul tells the Colossians how grateful they should be 
to God for having made them Christians and citizens of Christ’s kingdom.   

 

6. The Apostle then describes Who and What their new Sovereign is: true God and true Man, the 
true Image of the invisible God and, at the same time, the perfect exemplar of true humanity. As 



God’s beloved Son, our King has direct and immediate access to God. As the Image of the invisible God, 
Jesus, our King, is the embodiment of Divine Sovereignty. As the firstborn of creation, He is the 
promise of all the good things that will follow. As risen Lord, He is the Head of the Church and the 
promise of our own resurrection.  

 

7. This portion of St. Paul's Epistle is aptly chosen for this great Feast of the Kingship of Christ, for 
it reminds us of how blessed, how fortunate we are to be Christians, citizens of His Kingdom on 
earth, with a promise of perpetual citizenship in His Heavenly Kingdom if we remain faithful to 
Him, because “in Him all things hold together.” As citizens of His Kingdom, we should be about 
building that Kingdom: evangelization. 
 

8. Today’s Gospel presents Christ the King as reigning, not from a throne, but from the cross. Like 
the “suffering servant” of Isaiah (53:3), He is despised and rejected, as the bystanders ridicule the 
crucified King, challenging Him to prove His Kingship by coming down from the cross.  The Gospel 
also tells of the criminal crucified beside Jesus who recognized Him as a Savior King and asked Jesus 
to remember him when Jesus entered His kingdom. Jesus promised the good thief that he would be 
with Him that day in Paradise. Although the Romans intended the inscription on the cross, “This is 
the King of the Jews,” to be ironic, it reflected the popular Jewish speculations about Jesus’ possible 
identity as the Messiah of Israel. For Luke and other early Christians that title was correct. 
 

Applications to our lives: individually and as a parish. 
9. First, let us note how Pope Pius’s observations on spiritual conditions are similar to our situation.  

 

Second, we must recognize that we are in a crucial and deadly struggle with Evil. That is the subject 
of the book of Revelation. That same struggle is highlighted in St. Ignatius of Loyola’s meditation on 
“The Two Standards” in his Spiritual Exercises. Most recently, Sr. Lucia of Fatima has told us, “From 
now on, we are either with God, Or, we are with the Devil; there is no middle ground.”  

 

10. Thirdly, I must identify several critical fields of battle for us in our day.  
 

First, has been the battle over COVID and its treatment. Millions have died (been killed) because 
powers have prevented treatment with the effective medicines, hydroxychloroquine and ivermectin. 
Furthermore, the so-called vaccines for COVID have very serious side-effects whose existence has 
been repressed. 

 

Second is the whole arena of sexual holiness and perversion. The promotion of artificial 
contraception, abortion, approval of homosexuality, same sex “marriages” and the development of 
the idea of “transgender.” All the above are found under the standard of Satan. Most recently, the 
promotion of transgender sex changes, puberty blockers, and surgeries have come under attack. 
These procedures for children, persons under 18 years of age are “child abuse.” Hospitals and 
doctors are now being sued for malpractice for these things.  

 

Furthermore, the media is being used to “normalize” same sex attractions. Normal movies and 
acceptable shows are being surrounded with advertisements filled with same sex expressions. This is 
being done to make our children think such behavior is normal. It is immoral and perverse and will 
bring the judgment of God down upon us.  

 

That is the next level of concern. We know that we must please God and avoid evil in order to be 
saved. But in this life, often God brings judgment and punishment upon us. Considering the evil our 
country has approved, at an official, legal level, should we be concerned about some kind of 
judgment? Finally, we need to recognize that God’s will concerning our gender and sexuality is 
absolutely necessary for the future of our country. Dr. Pablo Muñoz Iturrieta documented this for us 
when talking about Canada and how it is committing sexual suicide through lack of children. 
\ 



The last reflection has to do with how the program activities of this parish deal with these. 
 
First, we offer regular Masses, adoration, and study.  
 
Second, we have educational programs for our children, especially the tuition support for Catholic 
School.  
We have as a long-term goal the building of that additional Christian Education building which will 
enhance all adult education, our local classes for our children, the possibility of having a satellite 
school with St. Gregory for our little children, as well as space for a parish supported home schooling 
group.  
 
Third, we have active groups of service and involvement such as St. Vincent de Paul, the Sanctity of 
Life Committee, other prayer groups and means of support for individuals and families when they 
need help. We support marriage preparation as well as marriage enrichment, encouraging the growth 
of large families. 
 
 

This is what we are about here at St. Boniface. We do this to show our love and honor for Jesus 
Christ, King of King and Lord or Lords. Let us be about his work for the salvation of those in our 
parish and the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


